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L. Massignon, “Esquisse d’une bibliographic Qaramate,” in T.W Arnold and RA (1)
Nicholson, Ed., 4 Volume of Oriental Studies Presented to Edward G. Browne
on his 60" Birthday, Cambridge, 1992 pp. 329-338.
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W. Ivanow, Ismaili Literature: a Bibliographical Survey (Tehran, 1963) (°)
1K Poonawala, Biebibliography of Ismaili Literature (Malibu, CA, 1977 (3)
F. Daftary, Ismaili Literature: A Bibliography of Sources and Studies (London, (¥)
2004).

g;;.'s:;Lh}ZuJ.i.-

355 (VAY = VAAT) sl o000 Wy ol dcdlel 553 ) JY
A2 e g (50 LT OWT a4y U.L':) @yl gty e JuE
Ll ol ((VAOA-VAAAY e sy (VATYNRL ) gliedd
Gy ARl U Bisd IS g b el o et e al oW ALl
sl sl L0 ST 3 ot e et sda ot oY
O.-'l':-_?.- L}'I.L.J-\,_‘;\__‘.;-Ls..'\.ail_ﬂ.'lif) ¢l gy Bl 2L ail oz (g 5
cnl saal g 3 ley il 156 ) ale WS Gl as s
Oad) 3 aele W) lulalt dgas 250 T e (B ol gy
YY1 e g B le Ll s ges cad VARV Pe 3 LTl
By o7 oSy TRkl Y Sl dgee ) gl Bl Blsle] 2yl
i Lgmio s 385 Ad > 25 ] Aol W) ot 3 2nadd Sl Yl
o By n oS § et Junie ool Ol vk E 0 S3NAYY (e
U sl olull cdlsy g Sal ity Lol Y o g 53y o8
Ly sl oy 88T el Sy 3 BkeleWl Al e ) (8
b gasmll n 5" B et 935 o) Yl Tnadkl s (3 Ll
3 aeleYl Sl dgan J) olb sl eda (5 &y e lally 2l

ol 0,3 il adlas

M Gariawala, A Descriptive Catalogue of the Fyzee Collection of Ismaili (7)
Manuscripts (Bombay, 1965).

D. Cortese, Arabic Ismaili Manuscripts: The Zahid Ali Collection in the Library (7)
of the Institute of Ismaili Studies (London, 2003}

. Ivanow, 4 Guide to Ismaili Literature (London, 1933) (¢)
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Muntaza’ al-Akhbar fi akhbar al-du'at al-akhyar, partial ed. S.F Traboulsi
(Beirut, 1999), pp. 166-175; Muhammad Ali b. Malla Jiwabhai Rampari,
Mawsim-i baharfi akhbar ai-tahirin al-akhyar (lithographed, Bombay), 1301-
1311/1884-1393), Vol. 3, pp. 107-108, 138-146: Ismail b. Abd al Rasul al-
Majdu, Fahrast al-Kutub wal-rasail, ed. Ali N. Munzavi (Tehran, 1966), pp. 73-
77, 150-151, 239-242, 275-277: Ivanow, Ismaili Literature, pp.77, 150-151, 230-
242, 275-277: Tvanow, Ismaili Literature, pp 77-82; Ayman F. Sayyid, Masadir
Tarikh al Yaman fil-asr al-Islami (Cairo, 1974), pp, 130-183: Poonawala,
Bibliography of ismaili Literature, pp 169-175: his Idris b, al-Hasan, EF, Vol. 12
(Supplement)m P. 407: F. Daftary, the Ismailis: Their History and Doctrines
(Cambridge, 1990), pp. 258-259, 290-291: his Ismaili Literature, pp. 120-121,
and his Idris Imad al-Din, in O. Leaman, ed. The Biographical Encyclopedia of

Islamic Philosephy (London, 2006), Vol. 1, pp. 318-320.
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of this project.
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Ye:m_cn from the second half of the 5th/11th century as a result of the close relations
existing between the Fatimids and the Sulayhids of the Yemen who recognized Fatimnid
suzerainty and led the Ismaili da'ww in South Arabia, And this literary heritage was under
the charge of the Tayyibi 47% of the Yemen.

The 447 Idils composed three major historical works, which may be regarded as
the main sources on the history of the Ismailis until the Musta'lian—Nizad schism in the
Ismal:h_dawa,_ ;_md then as the authoritative text on the history of the Musta'lian and
Tayyibi Ismailis untl the second half of the 9th/15th century. His first historicat work
Uytin al-akbbdr wa-fungn aidthdr, in seven volumes critically edited here for the Arst time

as 2 complete set, is the most comprehensive source on the history of the Ismaili da'we.

from its origins, and the Shii imams recognized by the Ismailis (including the Fatimid
cahp!':s as well a5 the early imams until Ja'far al-$idiq acknowledged also by the
Ithnd'ashasis or Twelver Shijs), untl the second half of the 6th/12th century. The first
wolume of the ‘Upin, on the life of the Prophet Muhammad, is particulary valuable in
reflecting the Ismaili tradition on that subject. Similarly, volumes 2 and 3 portray the
Tsmaili perspectives on ‘All b. Abf Talib (d. 40/661) and his battles against various
opponents. The first three volumes-of the ‘Ui are now published for the fiest dme.
The fourth volume covers the biographies of the early imams, from al-Hasan (d.
:49/ 669) and al-Husayn b. ‘All (d. 61/680) until al-Husayn b, Ahmad, the last hidden
imam of the eardy Ismailis in their dawr alsatr or pedod of concealment, The fifth
volume covers the initiation of the Ismaili da'ws in the Yemen and North Africa, the
est?bl.ls:hme.nt of the Fatimid state in 297/909, and the reigns of the Fatimid Is:-na.ili
caliph-imams ol-Mahdi (297-322/909-934), al-Qgim (322-334/934-946) and al-
Manstir (334-341/946-953). ‘The sixth volume covers the reigns of the next four
Fatimid caliph-imams, al-Mulizz (341-365/953-975), al-'Aziz (365-386/975-996), al-
Hikim (386—411/996-1021), al-Zahir (411-427/1021-1036) 2s well as the eazly years
of al-Mustansir (427-487/1036-1094).  The late Syrian Nizari Ismaili scholar Mugtafa
Ghilib (1923-1981) edited for the first time volumes 46 of the Upin (Beirut, 1973
1975, 1978). The Tunisian scholar Farhat al-Dashriwi (F. Dachroui) edited a porticn of
the fifth volume under the ttle Ta'rikbh aldawin al-Fajimiypa bi't-Magheib (Tunis, 1979)
while Mubam.masi al-Ya'ldwi (M. Yalaoui), another Tunisian scholar, published the fifth
and pazt of the sixth volumes under the title Tia'rkh alkbuiafe al-Fatimiyyin bi't-Maghrib:
al-gism al-kbiss srin Kitib Upin at-akhbir (Beirut, 1985). '
Finally, the seventh volume of the ‘Uﬂm covers the remaining pedod of al-

" Mustansir’s reign, the establishment of Sulayhid mile in the Yemen, the Musta'lian—~

Nizad schism that followed al-Mustansir's death in 487/1097, the reigns of the next
two F‘aflmld caliphs recognized also as imams by the Musta'lian Ismailis, namely, al-
Musta'll (487—495/1094-1101) and al-Amir (495-524/1101-1130), as well as the
commencement of the Tayyibi 4s%s in the Yemen and the collapse of the Fatimids in
Egypt. It also contains important detalls on the varous 4% of the Yemen. This volume
remains a basic source for the history of the Ismaili da'wa in the Yemen under the
Su{gyl_uds. The seventh volume was edited recently by the Egyptian scholar Ayman
Fu’id Sayyid, with an English summary by Paul E. Walker and Maurice A. Pomerantz,
and published as The Fatimids and their Successors in Yaman in The Institute of Tsmaili
Studies’ Tsmaili Texts and Translations Seres’, 4 (London, 2002).

It appears that Idds began his work on the ‘Upin afakbbir soon after he
completed ]-f.ls Zarbr alma'aniin 838/1434. In addition to teproducing the oral traditions
of the '[_‘ayy-lbl' da'wa, 1d1s used a vadety of Ismaili and non-Esmaili sources in compiling
the_ Uyiten, many of which are no Jonger extant. Amongst the Ismaili sources used by
Idnrs, mention may be made of the wdtings of al-QadI al-Nu'min (d. 363/974), the Sira
of the di’ al-Mu'ayyad f1-Din al-Shirizi (d. 470/1078), who is regarded as the spirinial
far.her.of the Yemend da'ws, other Ismaili rfras, including the anonymous Sirar at-irdm al-
Mabds and Sirat Ion Hawshab Mangir al-Yanran, that have not survived directly. He also
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drew on 2 wide varety of non-Ismaili Yemeni and other sources, such as the histores
of Tbn Ziliq (d. 386/996), 2l-Qadi Mubammad b. Salima al-Quda'i (d. 454/1062), and
*Umnira al-Yamanl (d. 569/1174), some of which have not survived directly. Idrs also
had access to numerous documents, such as decrees, letters, epistles (s, and other
Fatimid archival materals that are not completely extant but throw light on important
aspects of the Ismaili dz'we in the Yemen and relations between the Fatimids and
Sulayhids. All this makes the Uydn al-akhbdr an invaluable work of reference on Ismaili
history during medieval times.

Tt may be noted here that Ids's account of the odgins of Tayyibi Ismailism is
in conflict with the version upheld by the Hafizt Ismailis, the other Musta'lian Ismaili
community who recognized as their imams the later Fatimid caliphs, after al-Amir {d.
524/1130), but which did not survive the collapse of the Fatimid state in 56771171,
Similarly, the author’s account of the Musta'lian—Nizid schism in Ismailism reflects the
official view of the Tayyibi Ismailis, the only surviving Musta'lian community in the
Yemen and elsewhere — a view that is rejected by the Nizasi Ismaili tradition regarding
the Fatimid caliph-imam al-Mustansic’s succession dispute. The Nizads, as is wel
known, uphold the rights of Nizir (d. 488/1095), al-Mustansir's eldest son and originat
heir-designate who was set aside forcefully in favour of his younger half-brother al-
Musta'li (d. 495/1101) by the all-powerful Fatimid vizier al-Afdal.

Idris’s second historical work, Nughat al-gfkdr, in two volumes and stll
unpublished, deals with Ismaili history in the Yemen, especially the period after the
demise of the Sulayhid dynasty, up to the year 853/1449. This may, indeed, be
considered the most impottant source for the history of the Tayyibi da'wa in the Yemen
for some three centuries after the Sulayhids, whose hegemony effectively ended in
532/1138 on the death of al-Sayyida al-Malika Arwi who in addition to secving as the
Sulayhid queen was also appointed by the Imam al-Mustansir to the highest rank of the
bujpa in the Fatimid da'wa organization. Here the author also pays particular attention to
the Tayyibf da'ws in India and relations between the Tayyibi Bohras there and their co-
religionists in the Yemen. Idds's third historical work, Rawdat alakbbir, is a
continuation of the preceding wortk in which the author includes the events of his own
time from 854/1450 to the year 870/1465. The Rawda is an important source for the
history of the Tahirids, who ruled over the Yemen after the Rasiilids, because Idis was
allied with them. It is also an impottant source on Idds’s own career as head of the
Tayyibi Ismaili da'wa in the Yemen. The Rawdat alakbbdr has now been edited by
Muhammad b. “Alf al-Akwa' al-Eiwall al-Himyari (San'?’, 1995). ‘The 447 Idris was also
a poet and the unpublished Diwan of his poetry coatains some historical information in
addition to panegysics of the Ismaili imams and dd%. His major work on Tsmaili
doctrine entifled Zabr al-ma'asi (ed. M. Ghalib, Beirut, 1991), divided into 21 chapters
{babs), represents the highest achievement on the baga’ig, the Tsmaili gnostic esoteric
system of thought, attained by the Tayyibi dzwa in the Yemen. Idrs also composed a
number of polemical works in refutation of Sunni, Mu'tazili and Zaydi doctrines. Most
of Idds's writings have survived and they are preserved in varous povate and
institutional collections, including those at The Institute of Ismaili Studies Library and
the extensive collections at the official D#%idi Tayyiti Bohra libradies in Surat and
Bombay under the charge of that community’s dé7 mu/ag who has had his seat in
Bombay since the 1920s.

The wide ranpe of research projects encouraged and underiaken by The
Institute of Ismaili Studies serve to reflect pluralism in Islam as well as a diversity of
interpretations within Shifism, including not only Ismailism of various branches but
Ithni‘ashard (Twelver) and Zaydi Shiism as well. It is in this academic spirit, and in
order to ensure further progress in Shii and Ismaili studies, that the complete text of
1ddds Tmad al-Din’s Upin alakbbar is offered here in the Ismaili Texts and Translations
Sedes. In this connection, I would Iike to express our deepest gratitade to the Institut
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By 1963, when Ivanow published a revised edition of his Ismaili catalogue,?
many more sources had become known and progress in editing and studying Ismaili
texts had accelerated considerably. Subsequent progress in the recovery and study of
Ismaili literature is thoroughly reflected in Professor Poonawala’s catalogue, which
identifies some 1300 titles written by more than 200 authors,® while this author’s
bibliography lists more than 5000 published primary sources and studies in the field.”
Scholarship in this branch of Islamic studies is set to continue at an even greater pace
as The Insttute of Ismaili Studies, established in London in 1977 by H.H. Prince Karm
Aga Khan IV, the present imam of the Nizad Ismailis, serves as the central point of
reference for Ismaili studies while making its own contrdbuton through vadous
programmes of research and publications. Amongst these, partcular mention should be
made of the Tsmaili Texts and Translations Sedes’ in which critical editions of Arbic
and Persian texts are published together, selectively, with English translations.

Ismaili historiography has had its own distinctive features and evolution, which
have been closely related to the very mature of the Ismaill da'wa and the changing
political fortunes of the Ismailis. The Ismailis were often persecuted in regions outside
the terrtories of their various states, and this necessitated the strict observance of the
Shi'i practice of tagiyya or precautionary dissimulation. At the same time, the Ismuaili
authors and 44'% were for the most part trained as theologians. Owing to their training
as well as the absolute necessity of observing secrecy in their activities, the Ismaili 5%
authors were not particularly keen on compiling either annalistic or other types of
historical accounts. This general lack of interest in historiography is attested by the fact
that only a handful of historcal works have come to light during the modern recovery
of a large number of Ismaili texts. These texts reflect the diversity of this rich literary
heritage, ranging from legal compendia, biographical works of the sirz genre, poetry and
treatises on the central Shi't docmine of the imamate, to complex esotedc and
metaphysical treadses culminating in the gnostic system of the Ismaili pagd’y, with its
cyclical history, cosmology, eschatology and sotedology. From early on, a good portion
of Ismaili literature was related to 7/2wi, or esoterc interpretation of the Qur’anic
passages and religious prescriptions and prohibitions. Some of the learned 44'% of the
Irantan lands, such as Abid Ya'qiib al-Syistini (d. after 361/471), Hamid al-Din al-
Kirmaar (d. after 411/1020) and Nisiri Khusraw (d. after 462/1070) elaborated
distinct Shi'i intellectual teaditions based on their theclogy (£aiim) and a vadety of
philosophical tradidons.

There were, however, two periods in Ismaili histoty duing which the Ismailis
did concern themselves with historical writings, and they produced works which may
be regarded as official chronicles. During the Fatimid period (297-567/909~1171) and
the Alamit pedod (483-654/1090-1250) of their history, the Ismailis possessed states
and dynasties of rulers whose reigns and achievements needed to be zecorded by
reliable chroniclers. In Fadmid times, especially after the transference of the seat of the

Fatimid state from Ifriqiya in North Africa (in today’s Tunisia) to Egypt in 362/973, -

numerous accounts of the Fatimid dynasty and state were compiled by contemporary
historians, both Ismaili and non-Ismaili, However, the Fatimid chronicles did not
survive the downfall of the Fatimid dynasty in 567/1171, when the Ayyibids who
succeeded the Fatimids, systematically destroyed the renowned Fatimid librades at
Cairo. Similarly, the chronicles recording the events of the Niziri Ismaili state in Pezsia

P
¥

* W Ivanow, Inwaifi Literature: A Bibfiggraphical Survey (Tchrzn, 1963).
¢ 1. K. Poonawala, Bivbibiography of Iswd ¥ Literature (Malibu, CA, 1977).
7B, Datrary, Limaili Literature: A Bibliograply of Sowrves and Studies (Jondon, 2004).
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during the Alamut period were destroyed, together with the bulk of other types of
Ismaili literature, by the Mongol hordes who conquered Persia in 654,/1256.

Notwithstanding these adverse circumstances, a few Ismaili 45% managed to
produce historical works that are extant. Among the few histodes found in Ismaili
literature, the wotngs of Idds ‘Imidd al-Din, especially his "Uydn alakbbdr, occupy a
central position. His 'Uyén al-akhbdr which is composed of seven volumes is, in fact, the
only comprehensive history of the Ismaili imams from the carliest times until the late
Fatimid period compiled by an Ismaili author.

1dds ‘Imad al-Din b. al-Hasan b. ‘Abd Allzh b. ‘AL b, ai-Waiid al-Anf hailed
from the prominent al-Walid family of the Quraysh in the Yemen, who led the Tayyibi
Musta'lian Ismaili dz'we for more than three centures from the beginning of the
7th/13th century.? He was born in 794/1392 in the fortress of Shibarm, a high peak on
the Jabal Harz and a stronghold of the Ismailis in the Yemen. Idris succeeded his
uacle, "Alf b, ‘Abd Allih b. 'Ali, as the nineteenth 447 mutiag or supreme leader of the
Tayyibl Ismaili da'ws in 832/1428.

Besides being a scholar and a versatile author, Idds was also a politician and
warrior. His leadership of the Yemeni Tayyibis coincided with a turbulent period in the
Yemen’s history, with warfare raging among various tribal confederations. Maintaining
the policies of his predecessors, the di7 Idsis allied himself with the Rasilids of Zabid
and fought several battles against the Zaydis of northern Yemen. Joined by the Rastlid
al-Malik al-Zahir (831-842/1428-1439), Idds also fought the Zaydl Imam al-Mangiic
‘All, As a tesult of his encounters with the Zaydis, the #77 Idds came into the
possession of several fortresses. He also enjoyed the suppoct and friendship of the
Téhidd brothers ‘Al and 'Amir, who around 858/1454 seized ‘Adan and Zabid and
replaced the Rasilids as the masters of lower Yemen. Idds ook special interest in the
affairs of the Tayyibl Ismaili de'»a in western India, and durng his long leadership of
some forty years contributed to the success of the Tayyibl da'wa as well as the Bohra
community in Gujazit. Thus, he paved the way for the subsequent transference of the
centre of the Tayyibl da'wa from the Yemen to India. When the dé’7 Idrs sensed that
the end of his days was approaching, he designated, according to the customary rule of
the #ays of his community, his son al-FHasan to succeed him as the head of the Tayyibl
da'wa and commusiry. Idds died on 19 Dhu'l-Qa'da 872/10 June 1468 at Shibim wheze
he had established his headquarters in 838/1434.

Idds Imad al-Din 1s considered the most celebrated Ismaili histodan. His
eminence as the histodan of the Isrmaili imams and their de'wz derives from the fact that
as the d7 of the Tayyibi Ismailis he had access to all the contemporary literary hetitage
of the Ismailis then available in the Yemen, parts of which have not survived. The bulk
of the Ismaili texts of Fatimid and eadier times had been gradually transferred to the

B For bio-bibliographical information on Idds ‘Imad al-Dia, see Qutb al-Din Sulayménjt
Burhinpiie, Muntaza® akakbbdr fi akbbir al-diedt al-akbyér, partial ed. 8. F. Traboulsi (Beirut, 1999),
pp- 166-175; Muliammad ‘Al b. Mulld Jiwabhi'T RAmpad, Mawstim-f babdr fi akbbér al-téhirin ak-
akbyér (lithographed, Bombay, 1301--1311/1884-1893), vol. 3, pp. 107108, 138-146; lsma'1l b.
*Abd al-Rasil al-Majdi', Fabrarat at-kutith wa'trasa’¥, ed. 'All N. Munzavi (Tehran, 1966), pp. 73—
77, 150151, 239-242, 275-277; Ivanow, limoili Literature, pp. T1-82; Ayman F. Sayyid, Maadi
ta’rikh oY aman Ji'l-‘gsr aldslimi (Cairo, 1974), pp. 180—183; Poonawala, Biehibliography of Limd i
Literatare, pp. 169-175; his ‘Tdris b. al-FHasan’, EE2, vol. 12 (Supplement), p. 407; F. Daftary, The
Ismdilis: Their History and Doctrines (Cambridge, 1990), pp. 258-259, 290-291; his Lumaili Literature,
pp. 120121, and his “Idris "[mad a}-Din’, in O. Leaman, ed., The Biograpbical Encyclopaedia of Islomic
Philesoply (Londes, 2000), vol. 1, pp. 318-320.



Foreword

Until the middle of the twentieth century, the Ismailis were studied and judged
almost exclusively on the basis of the evidence collected, or often fabricated, by their
enemies. As a result, a variety of myths and legends were dissemninated widely, both in
Muslim societies and in the West, regarding the teachings and practices of this Shi'i
Muslim community. The breakthrough in Ismaili sdies occurred with the recovery
and study of genuine Ismaili texts on a large scale — manuscript sources which had been
preserved in numerous prvate collections in the Yemen, Syrda, Persia, Central Asia,
South Asia and other regions. A few Ismaili manuscripts of Sydan provenance had
already surfaced in Pads durdng the nineteenth century, And more manuscripts
preserved in the Yemen and Central Asia were recovered in the opening decades of the
twentieth century. Howeves, by 1922, when the first Western bibliography of Ismaili
wrifings was compiled by Louis Massignon (1883-1962), information in European
libsaries and knowledge available to scholarly circles on Ismaili hiterature was still very
limited.!

Modem scholarship in Ismaili studies was actually initiated in the 1930s in India,
where significant collections of Ismaili manuscripts have been preserved by the Ismaili
Bohra community. This breakthrongh resulted, in the first instance, from the
pioneering efforts of Wladimir Ivanow (1886-1970), and a few Bohra scholars, notably
Asaf A. A. Fyzee (1899-1981), Husayn F. al-Hamdani (1901-1962) and Zihid 'All
(1888-1958), who based their original studies on their family collections of
manuscdpts. Subsequently, these collections were made available to scholars at large.
Professor Fyzee donated his manuscripts to the Bombay University Library;? Husayn
al-Hamdani, too, donated part of his family’s collection to the Bombay Univessity while
another part was donated in 2006 by his son, Professor Abbas Hamdani, to The
Institute of Ismaili Studies Library in London. In 1997, the Zahid ‘All collection of
some 226 Arabic Ismaili manuscrdpts was also given to The Institute of Ismaili Studies.?
The initiation of modermn scholarship in Ismaili studies may indeed be traced to the
publication, in 1933, of a catalogue by Ivanow, who cited some 700 separate Ismaili
titles attesting to the hitherto unknown richness and diversity of Ismaili literature and
intellectual traditions.’ Ismaili scholarship received a major impets through the
establishment in 1946 of the Ismaili Society of Bombay. Ivanow played also a crucial
role in the creation of the Ismaili Society, which was equipped with a major collection
of Arabic and Pessian manuscripts. These manuscdpts were transferred to The Institute
of Ismaili Studies durng the early 1980s,

1 L. Massignon, ‘Esquisse d’une bibliographie Qarmate’, in T. W. Amold and R. A. Nicholson,
ed., A Velume of Oriental Stucier Presented to Edward G. Browne on bis 60 Birthday (Cambaidge, 1922),
pp. 329-338.

2 M. Gosiawala, 4 Deseriptive Catalogue of the Fyzee Collection of Iimaili Mannseripts (Bombay, 1965}

3 D. Cortese, Arabic Irmaili Manuseripis: The Zakid “Al Coliection én the Library of The Instilnte of Linaili
Studies (London, 2003). !

4\, Ivanow, A Guide to Ismaili Literatnre (London, 1933). .
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PREFACE

Lorsqu'en 2003 le professeur Farhad Daftary, directeur-adjoint de IInstitute of
Ismaili Studies me soumit le projet d'une collaboration entre nos deux instirutions, The
Institute of Ismaili Studies {Londres) e 'Institut Frangais du Proche-Orient (Damas),
en vue d'éditer, voire de rééditer de grands textes de la tradidon ismaélienne médiévale,
jacceptai aussitét pour plusieurs raisons. Tout d'abord du fait d'un intérét personnel
pour la philosophie ismaclienne puisqu'en 1975, j'avais soutenu, sous la direciion du
regretté professeur Roger Amaldez, un mémoire de maitrise sur le Rahat at-‘aql du dd’s
Hamid al-Din al-Kirmani {m. #ra 411/1020), ce qui m'avait permis de découvrir la
richesse de cette pensée, trop méconnue, et son rapport intime 4 la ratonalité. Ensuite,
parce que IInstitut francais de Damas s'est, dés lodpine, délibérément consacré i
l'édition e textes arabes tels que la Filthg nabatiyya (éd. T. Fahd), le Tdrikh {bn Qadi
Shuhba (éd. A. Darwish), le Diwar d'Abi Firds al-HamdanT (¢d. S. Dahhan), ou la Sirur
Baybars (éd. G. Bohas-K. Zakhars), pour n'en citer que quelques-uns, et que cette
tradition doit, 2 mon sens, perdurer 2fin que nous puissions mettre 4 la disposition des
chercheurs des éditions de manuscrits de qualité faisant référence.

A Dévidence, le 'Upin atakbbir du Yéménite Idris “Imad al-Din (IX</XV9),
ceuvre en sept volumes couvrant Ihistoire des imams ismaéliens des odgines 4 la fin de
Iépoque fatimide, appartient 4 ce qu'il est convenu d'appeler les grands textes que la
civilisation arabo-musulnane a produits en nombre 3 I'époque classique. 11 fut donc
décidé que llnstitut frangals s'emploierait 4 I'édition critique des septs volumes des
‘Upin al-akbbdr. En effet, une équipe de quatre spécialistes de I'édition des textes
médiévaux fut constiruée sous la supervision de Mme Sarab Atassi, secrétaire
scientifique. Cette équipe se compose de Messienrs Mahmoud Fakhoury, Ma'moun
Sagherji, Yousef Fatourn et Ahmad Shieilat. Le résultat que nous publions aujourd'hui
est probant par la qualité de I'édition et le soin mis & la réalisation de l'ouvrage. Et il
n'est pas inutile ici de rappeler la grande maitrise que Institut frangais 2 acquise, depuis
sa fondation, dans I'édition de livres en langue arabe, qu'il s'agisse de manuscrits ou de
monographies.

Je forme enfin le veen que la coopération entre pos deux institutions, The
Institute of Ismaili Studies et IInstitut frangais du Proche-Odent, engagée par certe
nouvelle édition du ‘Updn alakhbdr, se poursuive et se développe dans les années 3
venir. Nul doute alors, que cette production scientifique contribuera 3 endchir, de
fagon significative, la Bibliothéque arabe.

Damas, janvier 2007.
Floréal Sanagustin
Directeur scientifique

aux études médiévales,
modernes et arabes.
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The Institute of Ismaili Studies

The Institute of Ismaili Studies was established in 1977 with the object of promoting
scholarship and learning on Islam, in the historical as well as contemporary contexts, and a better
understanding of its relationship with other socicties and faiths.

The Institute’s proprammes encourage a perspective which is not confined to the
theological and religious heritage of Islam, but seeks to explore the relationship of relipious ideas
to broader dimensions of society and culture. The programmes thus encourage an
interdisciplinary approach to the materials of Islamic history and thought. Particular atrention is
also given to issues of modernity that arse as Muslims seck to relate their heritage to the
contemporary situation.

Within the Istamic tradition, the Institute’s programmes seck to promote research on
those areas which have, to date, received relatively little attention from scholars. These include
the intellectual and literary expressions of Shi‘ism in general, and Ismailism in pasticular.

In the context of Islamic societies, the Institute’s programmes arc informed by the full
range and divessity of cultures in which Islam is practised today, from the Middle East, South and
Central Asia, and Africa to the industrialised societies of the West, thus taking inte consideration
the varety of contexts which shape the ideals, beliefs and practices of the faith.

These objectives are realised through conerete programmes and activities organised and
implemented by various departments of the Institute. The Institute also collaborates periodically,
on a programme-specific basis, with other institutions of learning in the United Kingdom and
abroad.

The Institute’s academic publications fall into several distinct and interreiated categories:

—

. Occasional papers or cssays addressing broad themes of the relationship between
religion and socicty in the historical as well as modern contexts, with special reference
to Islam.

2. Monographs cxploring specific aspects of Islamic faith and culture, or the

contrbubons of individual Muslim fipures or writers,

Editions ot translations of significant primary or secondary texts.

Translations of poetic or literary texts which illustrate the rich hesitage of spiritual,

devotional and symbolic expressions in Muslim history.

5. Works on Ismaili history and thought, and the relationship of the Ismailis to other

traditions, communities and schools of thought in Islam.

Proceedings of conferences and seminars sponsored by the Insnrute.

Bibliographical works and catalogues which document manuscripts, printed texts and

other source marerials,

Ealh

e

This book falls into category threc listed above.

In facilitating these and other pubhcauonh, the Institute’s solc aim is to encourage
original research and analysis of relevant issues. While every effort 3s made to ensure that the
publications ate of a high academic standard, there is naturally bound to be a diversity of views,
ideas and interpretations. As such, thc opinions expressed in these publications must be
understood as belenging to their authors alone.
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